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thing should happen to Porter the command of the
fleet would fall to him and, in consequence, the com-
mand of the ship to me. In view of such an event-
uality I was ordered to remain on board, much to
my disgust.

The Colorado's part during the day was the same
as that at the previous bombardment. We joined
the other ships in pounding the batteries as hard as
we could with all our guns. How terrific that bom-
bardment was may be realized when I say that in
the two days Porter's fleet discharged against Fort
Fisher over eighteen thousand shells.

This time we did not have to watch in vain for
signs of the assaulting force. We could see very
clearly the naval detachment which had landed
under the face of the fort. The seamen were to
make the assault, while the marines covered their
advance by musketry from the trenches which they
had thrown up. For weapons the seamen had only
cutlasses and revolvers, which evidently were chosen
with the idea that storming the face of the strong-
est work in the Civil War was the same sort of opera-
tion as.boarding a frigate in 1812. Such an attempt
was sheer, murderous madness. But the seamen
had been told to go and they went.

In face of a furious musketry fire which they had
no way of answering they rushed to within fifty
yards of the parapet. Three times they closed up
their shattered ranks and attempted another charge,